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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 11709 

FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, RO, VT 

SUBJECT: ZHIVKNO S VATICAN VISIT - FIRST FRUITS 

1. IN OUR MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION OF JULY 7, 1975, WE 
REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT AND SOFIA THE VATICAN'S EVALUATION 
OF THE ZHIVKOV VISIT TO THE VATICAN. WE NOTED IN PARTICULAR 
THE VATICAN EXPECTATION OF FOLLOWING UP THIS MEETING WITH CON- 
CRETE REQUESTS AS A MEANS OF TESTING ZHIVKOV'S STATEMENT THAT 
HE WOULD WELCOME A DIRECT APPROACH BY "FOREIGH MINISTER" CASA- 
ROLI ON THE RESOULTION OF OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS PERTAINING TO 
THE 60,000 CATHOLIC MINORITY PRESENT IN BULGARIA. THE FIRST 
FRUITS OF THIS VISIT WERE APPARENT WITH THE NAMING OF 

TWO NEW BISHOPS FOR BULGARIA. 

2. ON AUG. 5, THE VATICAN ACCOUNCED THAT POPE PAUL VI HAD 
APPOINTED BOGDAN DOBRANOV, BISHOP OF SOFIA AND PLOVDIV. AND 
VASCO SERIRECOV, BISHOP OF NIKOPOL. THEIR PREDECESSORS APPAR- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ROME 11709 141549Z 

ENTLY DIED IN JAIL AND THAT TWO DIOCESAN SEES HAD BEEN 
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OFFICIALLY SINCE 1952. 

3. COMMENT: POPE PAUL AND PARTICULARLY ARCHBISHOP CASAROLI. 

WHO SPEARHEADSTHE VATICAN'S POLICY OF DETENTE WITH EAST 
EUROPEAN COMMUNIST STATES, ARE REPORTEDLY PLEASED WITH SUCESS 
IN THIS MATTER SO SOON AFTER REOPENING AN OFFICIAL DIALOGUE 
WITH BULGARIA. VOLPE 
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